
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 13 September 2012] 

 p5842c-5844a 
Dr Elizabeth Constable; Mr Martin Whitely 

 [1] 

Tenth Report — “Annual Report 2011–2012” — Tabling 
DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands) [10.59 am]: I present for tabling the tenth report of the Joint Standing 
Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People entitled “Annual Report 2011–2012”. 

[See paper 5215.] 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: As the newly appointed chair of the Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for 
Children and Young People, I do not feel particularly qualified to speak about the activities of the committee 
during 2011–12. I am pleased that the member for Bassendean, the deputy chair of the committee, is here this 
morning; I am sure he will have more knowledge of the committee’s 2011–12 activities than I do. However, I am 
very pleased to table the report on behalf of committee members for the 2011–12 year. The members of the 
committee during the reporting period were the members for Kingsley and Bassendean in this house, and 
Hon Nick Goiran and Hon Helen Bullock in the other place.  

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr I.M. Britza): Members, if members want to have conversations, can they please 
leave the chamber, because we are finding it very difficult to hear the member with the call. Thank you. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: This is the tenth report of the Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for 
Children and Young People and its fourth annual report. During 2011–12, the committee continued its review of 
the Commissioner for Children and Young People’s first inquiry, which was presented in her report entitled 
“Report of the Inquiry into the mental health and wellbeing of children and young people in Western Australia”. 
The committee has recently received the government’s response to the recommendations contained in the 
commissioner’s report and will consider those in the next few weeks.  

During the next few weeks the committee will also continue to review the activities of the commissioner. To that 
end, the committee expects to table a report in November that will essentially be a review of the exercise of the 
functions of the Commissioner for Children and Young People. The functions of the commissioner are presented 
in the Commission for Children and Young People Act 2006. One of the prime responsibilities of the committee 
is to monitor those functions. The review of the exercise of the functions of the commissioner is timely from the 
committee’s point of view because the first five-year term of the position of Commissioner for Children and 
Young People will be completed in December. As well as that, section 64 of the act requires a review of the act 
as soon as practicable after the completion of five years. I anticipate that the work of the committee will be 
useful and that that review will take place.  

I take this opportunity to compliment the commissioner on her determined and extensive advocacy for children 
and young people in this state, and her determined promotion of the wellbeing of children and young people. I 
also note the ongoing cooperation of the Commissioner for Children and Young People, Ms Michelle Scott, and 
her staff with the committee. I take this opportunity to acknowledge the chairmanship, until recently, of the 
member for Kingsley. The member for Kingsley chaired the committee for the entirety of the reporting period. 
As the new chairman of the committee, I particularly thank two longstanding members—the deputy chairman, 
the member for Bassendean, and Hon Nick Goiran—and Hon Linda Savage, who joined the committee fairly 
recently. I acknowledge the assistance provided by Ms Renee Gould, the committee’s former principal research 
officer. I would particularly like to thank this morning Dr Loraine Abernethie, the committee’s current principal 
research officer, who recently took up that position. I thank her for her contribution to the annual report and for 
her energy, enthusiasm and assistance in supporting the committee in preparing for its review of the functions of 
the commissioner, which I mentioned earlier in my remarks.  

MR M.P. WHITELY (Bassendean) [11.03 am]: I will make some brief comments. The tenth report of the Joint 
Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People tabled today is a very short report 
outlining the committee’s activities over the past year. It has not been a busy year for the committee. The 
substantial report this committee tabled was its eighth report entitled “Report on the functions of the 
Commissioner for Children and Young People: Working with children checks”. That report confirmed the 
committee’s longstanding view that it was not appropriate for the Commissioner for Children and Young People 
to perform working with children checks, for a number of reasons, but primarily because it had the capacity to 
interfere with her advocacy work and make her in a sense a service deliverer rather than an advocate and 
commentator on children’s issues. I notice that the member for Ocean Reef, in his capacity as a parliamentary 
secretary, delivered a very speedy and brief ministerial statement today that agreed with the position of the Joint 
Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People. Obviously, the opinion of the 
committee has been taken on board.  

Another activity that I will briefly comment on is the initiative by the children’s commissioner to bring out 
Dr Stuart Shanker, a professor of philosophy and psychology at York University in Toronto, Canada, as a 
thinker-in-residence. He has flown around the state and given a number of presentations. I attended one held at 
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Wesley College. It was in a full auditorium of about 300 people. There was not a spare seat. There was obviously 
a lot of interest in what Dr Shanker had to say. If I could condense his message, he said we need to help children 
develop their capacity to self-regulate. It was interesting that a lot of things he said tied in with my advocacy 
work around attention deficit hyperactivity disorder. We are of like mind on the issue, and shared some 
information. He also gave a presentation in one of the committee rooms to members of Parliament. It was 
available to all members of Parliament. It was well attended and very instructive. It ramped home to me the 
power of the “visiting expert”. Sometimes people in their own states or provinces do not get the same 
recognition for saying exactly the same things as people reporting from overseas. It was a useful initiative. It was 
great to see his presentations so well attended. I congratulate the commissioner on that initiative.  

The committee’s tenth report makes reference to work in progress by the committee. It had been the committee’s 
intention to prepare a report specifically related to the mental health and wellbeing of children and young people. 
However, with the arrival of the new chairperson, the committee has decided on a change of focus. We will have 
a review that incorporates aspects of the mental health report, the first and only investigation undertaken by the 
Commissioner for Children and Young People. The committee will incorporate aspects of that into a broader 
report on the commissioner’s powers. I agree with the direction that has been set by the new chairperson. I 
welcome the energy and enthusiasm that she is bringing to the committee.  

I have made this comment before and I will say it again: this committee is limited in its scope to review the 
activities and jurisdiction of the Commissioner for Children and Young People and seeing whether the 
legislation around that is appropriate and seeing, in a sense, whether the commissioner is performing her 
functions in line with the Commission for Children and Young People Act 2006. We also oversight the 
commissioner’s performance. The role of the Commissioner for Children and Young People is an important one. 
I want to point out that there is no committee of the Parliament specifically aligned to look at children’s issues. I 
would hate people to get the mistaken impression that there is a children’s committee—there is not. The Joint 
Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People is designed to oversight the actions of 
the children’s commissioner. It has no jurisdiction to look at specific children’s issues.  

I note that in my term in Parliament some very important inquiries have concentrated on children’s issues. There 
have been more of them towards the end of my time in Parliament than there were at the beginning—that is a 
good thing. I think it is something that the Parliament needs to consider in the long term. Children do not have 
the same political power, for obvious reasons; firstly, they do not have the vote, and, secondly, they do not have 
the experience to organise in the way that adults do. I do not think seniors’ issues ever get ignored. The member 
for Mandurah, as a great advocate for seniors, might back me up on this: children’s issues can be overlooked. 
We tend to say children are our future and we throw all these motherhood statements at them, but they get left 
out of the political process. I would encourage Parliament to think about either having a separate committee or 
expanding the role of the committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People to include a function 
to review specific issues that affect children. I would hate people who are not as familiar with the role of this 
committee to in any way think this committee has a general role.  

I look forward to this inquiry. I am looking forward to the energy brought to the committee by the new 
chairperson. It is fair to say that the chairperson, me as the deputy chairperson, and Linda Savage, a member for 
East Metropolitan Region, are finishing our time in Parliament. We are keen to have an impact through the 
committee in the time that we remain in Parliament.  
I am looking forward to working with those members, as I have enjoyed working with previous members, and I 
thank the previous chairperson for her role in the committee process, and the staff who have performed their 
duties to a very high level. I am looking forward to working with the new chairperson and other committee 
members to really make an impact with our final report, which will be delivered to Parliament in November.  
 


